The Church: The Roles of Men and Women

Are men and women equal according to the Bible?

e YES. The biblical evidence in both testaments is clear that men and women have equal

value in the eyes of God and equality of purpose as His people:

o

o

Both men and women are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27).
Both men and women are loved eternally and unconditionally by God (Psalm
36:7-9, John 3:16-17, 1 John 4:7-9).

Both men and women are upheld as examples of strong faith in God
throughout the Bible (1 Samuel 1:1-2:11, Luke 8:1-3, Hebrews 11:1-40).

Both men and women were made the people of God through following the
Law of Moses under the old covenant (Exodus 3:7-10, Leviticus 11:45).

Both men and women are saved as the people of God by the grace of God
through obedient faith in Christ under the new covenant (Galatians 3:23-29,
Ephesians 2:8-10).

Why do men and women have different roles according to the Bible?

e While men and women have equal value in the eyes of God and in Christ’s church, they

fulfill different roles in both the home and the church. This difference in roles has

two major causes according to the Bible:

1.

The differences in how men and women are created by God - Both Adam
and Eve were created in God’s image and with souls that reflect His divine nature
(Genesis 1:26-27), yet the circumstances of their respective creations differ.
Adam was created directly from the dust of the earth with the purpose of
dominion over the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:5-19). Eve was created from one
of Adam’s ribs as a helper to him, without which God’s creation and Adam’s
fulfillment of his purpose would both be incomplete (Genesis 2:20-23). It is clear
through this scriptural explanation that both men and women have a role in
fulfilling the design of God (1 Corinthians 11:11-12). At the same time, this
variance in origin makes clear a distinction between the roles of the two partners
despite their equal share in the partnership as designed by God.

The nature of the original fall of mankind in the Garden of Eden - The lasting

punishments given to Adam and Eve following their initial sin - and for men and



women following them - reflect the nature of the fall itself. Eve was the first to sin
and did so as a result of her submission to Satan’s twisting of God’s words
(Genesis 3:1-6); thus, she is told that her husband will be the spiritual leader of
their family in the aftermath (Genesis 3:16). Adam allowed for Eve’s sin because
of his lack of protection for her and also sinned himself afterward (Genesis 3:6);
thus, he is tasked with protection of and provision for the home despite
opposition from the world around him (Genesis 3:17-19). These punishments set
the stage for the responsibilities that are laid upon men and women throughout

time, which differentiate their roles in the home and in the church.

What are the biblical roles of men and women in the home?

The Bible describes marriage as the union of one man and one woman for life
(Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:1-6). Marriage is characterized by mutual love, loyalty, and
submission, as each partner helps the other remain faithful to the Lord while staying
faithful to one another and loving each other in a way that mimics the love between
Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:22-33, Colossians 3:18-19, Hebrews 13:4, 1 Peter
3:1-7). When paired with the above passages about God'’s evaluation of men and
women, it is clear that husbands/fathers and wives/mothers are equal in value and
should treat each other as such (Ephesians 5:21).

o ltis also true that married life is not required of Christians - Paul writes about
the virtues of remaining single as a Christian and devoting oneself to purity and
the work of the church in place of family life (1 Corinthians 7:8-9, 32-35). All
Christians, married or not, are held to the standard of holiness described within
the New Testament.

According to the Bible, husbands and fathers are meant to be the spiritual leaders of
their homes:

o Husbands are commanded to love their wives as Christ loved the church,
denoting a love defined by protection, leadership, and selfless sacrifice
(Ephesians 5:25-33, 1 Peter 3:7).

o Fathers are also specifically tasked with the spiritual training of children, as
well as a degree of emotional protection on their behalf (Ephesians 6:4).

o The apostle Paul indicates that husbands and fathers are the primary
representatives of their homes in the context of the assembled church (1
Corinthians 11:2-3).



e The Bible describes wives and mothers as the figures of beauty, dignity, and grace
within their homes:

o A virtuous woman who follows the Lord and loves her family faithfully is
upheld by the Bible as one of the most noble and beautiful aspects of God’s
entire creation (Proverbs 31:10-31).

o Wives are commanded to love their husbands as the church loves Christ,
denoting a love defined by adoration and the pursuit of spiritual beauty
(Ephesians 5:22-24, 1 Peter 3:1-6).

o Wives are also shown to have a significant role in raising godly children, as
exemplified in the role of Timothy’s mother and grandmother in establishing his
foundation of faith from childhood (2 Timothy 1:5).

What are the biblical roles of men and women in the church?

e Both men and women are called to salvation through obedience to the Gospel of
Christ (Acts 2:36-41, Galatians 3:23-29) and to pursue lives of faithfulness and holiness
before Him (Romans 12:1-2).

e Both men and women are tasked with the Great Commission of spreading the
Gospel of Christ to those around them, teaching others about the opportunity for
salvation that Christ extends to all (Matthew 28:18-20, Romans 10:13-17).

e Both men and women are called to serve as examples and encouragements to
their fellow Christians (1 Thessalonians 5:11, Hebrews 10:24-25), which will also have
an impact on those who are lost (1 Thessalonians 4:9-12). This includes exhortations in
the New Testament that call for older men to exemplify faithfulness to younger men and

older women to do the same for younger women (1 Timothy 5:1-2, Titus 2:2-6).

The Bible describes men as those bearing the responsibility to lead in a context of
corporate worship (1 Corinthians 14:34-35, 1 Timothy 2:8-15). It is also the case that
only men are tasked with serving as elders and deacons of the church due to the
requirements of being “the husband of one wife” and the spiritual leader of one’s
household (1 Timothy 3:1-13, Titus 1:5-9).

While women are not permitted to lead in corporate worship, there are a number of

vital roles that women fulfill within the church, including many opportunities to teach

and serve in ways or circumstances that men cannot (Mark 15:40-41, Romans 16:1-2).
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